Message from Consul General Nagashima
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Hello, Floridians and all the visitors to our homepage,
I assumed the post of Consul General of Japan in Miami on October 4, 2013.  The jurisdiction of my office covers the state of Florida. This is my second post in the United States after New York, where I served as consul in the late 1980`s.
With the blue sky, abundance of greenery, and tall palm trees on roadsides, Miami reminds me of Sri Lanka, one of my former overseas posts. Miami is unique in that it offers a highly sophisticated city life combined with a kind of tropical atmosphere.  At times I feel as if I am in a tropical paradise.
I am pleased that there are many Floridians who are interested in Japan or Japanese culture, contemporary or traditional.  There are a number of students learning the Japanese language at various universities and schools.  Japan-related events are taking place throughout the year at different regions all over Florida.
According to our records, there are about 9,000 Japanese nationals registered at our office in this state and nearly 200 Japanese companies in operation generating some 20,000 jobs. In addition, almost 300,000 Japanese tourists visit Florida every year. The economic relations between Florida and Japan, including vigorous trade, have been progressively expanding over the decades. 
Against this backdrop, my primary mission here is to promote Florida-Japan relations at various levels and in many fields including business, trade and culture so that people at both ends may enjoy more "fruits", visible or invisible, stemming from our relationship. 
I started meeting with state government officials, local business leaders, Japanese residents and cultural promoters. Given the vast size of Florida I hope to continue meeting with people in places beyond Miami throughout my tenure.
I am looking forward to cooperating with you in deepening the already friendly relations between Florida and Japan, and between the United States and Japan.
                                                                                                    NAGASHIMA, Shinji
