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CG Hirata’s Remarks for the National Day Reception 
December 6, 2018 

 

Good evening everyone, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to this National Day reception in 

celebration of the birthday of H.M. the Emperor of Japan. This is the first National 

Day reception that I host in Miami, and at the same time, this is the last that I 

organize in honor of the Emperor Akihito. As you may have heard, H.M. is 

scheduled to abdicate on April 30th next year and H.I.H. the Crown Prince 

Naruhito will ascend the Throne on May 1st. 

 

According to the Kojiki and Nihonshoki, history books written in 712 and 720 

respectively, the Emperor Jinmu became the first Emperor of Japan in 660 B.C. 

Counting from that first Emperor, H.I.H. the Crown Prince Naruhito will ascend 

the Throne as the 126th Emperor of Japan. Even though specialists debate 

whether the first Emperors, described in the books in mythological tone, really 

existed or not, it is still true that the succession in the Imperial House of Japan for 

at least 15 centuries symbolizes the continuity of Japan as a nation with deep 

history and tradition.  

 

In addition to its symbolic significance, the succession of the Throne also impacts 

people’s daily lives. Where in the West years are marked as before or after the 

birth of Jesus Christ, in Japan each Emperor gives name to the time of his reign. 

For example, 2018 is called the 30th of Heisei, meaning the 30th year from the 
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enthronement of H.M. the Emperor Akihito. As such, a new name will be given to 

mark the reign of the new Emperor starting on May 1st, 2019. Since the 

Government has not yet announced the name of the era during the future 

Emperor’s reign, no one knows what to call next year when planning their 

schedules. In particular, Japanese printing companies must be at a loss without 

knowing what to put in the next year’s calendars and diaries!  

 

The succession also affects our work. Unfortunately, you will not be receiving an 

invitation to our National Day reception next year. But, as a Spanish song says, 

“no te creas que ya no te quiero” or do not think that I do not love you anymore. 

Simply, the next National Day reception will not be held until late February 2020, 

because H.I.H. the Crown Prince was born on February 23rd, and his ascension to 

the Throne will take place after his birthday next year. Since we will not celebrate 

National Day next year, I hope you will enjoy tonight twice as much. 

Now, it is my pleasure to propose a toast.  

 

Please raise your glasses. 

 

To the long life of the Emperor, and the happiness of everyone here.  

 

Kampai, cheers. 


